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3. ISOLATION OF GREAT BRITAIN

The chance of crushing France had been lost in 1793,

Desperate and in 1797 Great Britain found herself in a desperate posi-

position t^ prance kaci conquered the Netherlands, and controlled

^1797 the Dutch fleet.   She had made an alliance with Spain, and

practically controlled the Spanish fleet too.   Great Britain

had been deserted by her allies, Prussia and Austria and

Russia, who had been engaged on the eastern side of Europe

in carving up Poland,   She was left alone to deal with her

enemyl (Note 111).

In 1797 the French and Spanish fleets wished to join

Battle of together.    Had they done so, they would have formed a

Vincent most dangerous combination.   Admiral Jervis was sent to

(1797) prevent tm^ an(j met {kg gpanish fleet off Cape St. Vincent.

Nelson distinguished himself at this battle, which was a

complete victory for Great Britain.

At this point occurred the great mutiny of the fleet.  The
Mutiny ships at Spithead protested against their grievances, which
*^avy were many and great;  very poor pay and part of that em-
(1797) bezzled by paymasters, wretched food, very severe dis-
cipline, and very little leave.  Lord Howe whom they loved
and trusted was sent to investigate, and he promised them
redress.   But what " Black Dick ", as the sailors lovingly
called Howe, could promise did not satisfy the more extreme
element at the other station, the North Sea station of the
Nore.   Here the leader, Parker, was definitely republican.
He wanted officers to be elected by seamen, and he flew the
red flag of the " floating Republic ".   The Government did
not attempt compromise here, and the mutiny was sup-
pressed and the leaders hanged. Yet, in spite of their action,
the men never wished to refuse to fight the enemy.2

1 In 1797, a week after the Battle of Camperdown (see p. 679), Napoleon
forced, the emperor to sign the Treaty of Campo Formio.

ta During the mutiny the British had kept up their blockade of the Dutch fleet
with only two ships, as all the others mutinied. Duncan, the admiral, kept
making signals as though the mutinous ships were still under his command, and
the Dutch fleet consequently did not stir.